Dear Friend,
As you know, I [my child name, spouse name] was diagnosed with cavernous angiomas in [year].  Cavernous angiomas are tumor-like abnormal blood vessels in the brain or spine that can hemorrhage and lead to seizures, chronic head pain, and neurological deficits.  For me [child, spouse], they have caused [list your symptoms, life changes, anything else you want to share].

Angioma Alliance is the only organization that supports those with cavernous angiomas.  I have been involved with Angioma Alliance since [year] and it has [how the organization has helped you personally]. At Angioma Alliance, we:

· Provide a website, distribute literature, and host patient conferences to bring the most up-to-date information to those with the illness

· Offer opportunities for those affected by the illness to talk with others through peer-to-peer support, online message board/listserv/chats, and national family conferences

· Bring together the international research community annually to speed the search for a cure

· Host a DNA/tissue bank and patient registry to provide researchers the raw materials they need to do their work 

· Encourage new doctors to learn about the illness through a national neurology resident’s award

Before the organization existed, as recently as 2002, none of these activities were happening. We have done a great deal in a short amount of time by using our resources wisely.  The organization is almost entirely volunteer-run and receives most of its financial support from individual donations. 

Please consider donating to Angioma Alliance [this Christmas, holiday season] to help us to continue this work.  I’ve enclosed a donation return envelope to make this easy for you.  All gifts are tax deductible.  
Thank you in advance for you generosity,

